
Sharron L. McElmeel

Sharron McElmeel has built a na tional rep u ta tion as a re source for those in -
ter ested in lit er a ture for young read ers. She is an of ten-re quested speaker at con -
fer ences and pro fes sional de vel op ment work shops.  Ex pe ri enced as a class room
teacher and li brary me dia spe cial ist span ning work with el e men tary, sec ond ary,
and col lege-level stu dents, Sharron is the au thor of more than 20 books for
educators/li brar i ans — books about lit er a ture in te gra tion, read ing, and au thors/il -
lus tra tors of books for chil dren and young adults and is the re cip i ent of nu mer ous
awards rec og niz ing her many con tri bu tions to the field of lit er acy. She has been
the re cip i ent of the Iowa Read ing Teacher of the Year Award, the Iowa Cel e brate
Lit er acy Award, and nom i nated as Iowa’s Teacher of the Year.  Dur ing the past
20 years she has re viewed books for School Li brary Jour nal, Sci ence Books and
Films, Li brary Talk, and Book Re port.  She cur rently is work ing on a manu script
fo cus ing on chil dren’s au thors, re views books for Kirkus Re views, is a fre quent
con trib u tor to pro fes sional pe ri od i cals, and mod er ates a book dis cus sion board on 
the Internet.   She teaches courses in chil dren’s lit er a ture and young adult lit er a -
ture for the Uni ver sity of Wis con sin–Stout and Mt. Mercy Col lege (Ce dar Rap -
ids, Iowa).   She is the founder of McBookwords, a lit er acy or ga ni za tion that

pro motes and plans lit er acy events, is in volved in doc u ment ing a pub lic col lec tion of orig i nal art work from chil -
dren’s books, and pro vides work shops/sem i nars in chil dren/young adult lit er a ture.  

Her Books

100 Most Pop u lar Chil dren’s Au thors: Bio graph i cal Sketches and Bib li og ra phies. (Li brar ies
Un lim ited 1999).  ISBN: 1-56308-646-8

100 Most Pop u lar Pic ture Books Au thors and Il lus tra tors: Bio graph i cal Sketches and Bib li og -
ra phies. (Li brar ies Un lim ited 2000).   ISBN: 1-56308-647-6

Au thors in the Kitchen. (Li brar ies Un lim ited, forth com ing 2005).  ISBN:  1-59158-238-5

Char ac ter Ed u ca tion: A Book Guide for Teach ers, Li brar i ans, and Par ents (Li brar ies Un lim ited 
2002).   ISBN: 1-56308-884-3

Chil dren’s Au thors and Il lus tra tors Too Good to Miss (Li brar ies Un lim ited 2004). ISBN:
1-59158-027-7

Se ries ed i tor for the Au thor and You Se ries: Ger ald McDermott and You by Jon C. Stott (Li brar -
ies Un lim ited 2004). ISBN: 1-59158-175-3

A com plete list of pub li ca tions by Sharron McElmeel (in clud ing jour nal ar ti cles) is avail able at
http://www.mcelmeel.com/writing.

Work shops
Key note ses sions or day-long work shops avail able on se lected top ics/com bi na tion of topics.

SESSIONS TO BUILD FAMILIES OR COMMUNITIES OF READERS

What’s New and Old Fa vor ites —  Sharron co mes with a myr iad of sug ges tions for great books to
read and ancedotes about the writ ers and il lus tra tors. Read ers will be ready to read and suc ceed at the end of
this en er getic ses sion for any age reader. Book talk pre sen ta tions can be geared to ward any genre or age
group—hu mor, ad ven ture, Iowa Con nec tions, or other re gional top ics.  Great pre sen ta tion for class rooms 
or family audiences.

 

http://www.mcelmeel.com/writing


Build ing a Fam ily of Read ers — De signed es pe cially for com mu nity/par ents, this pre sen ta tion
will share tech niques for bring ing the im por tance of read ing home to each fam ily. It in cludes sug ges tions
for con nect ing books and read ing into ev ery corner of family life.

KEYNOTE SESSIONS FOR PROFESSIONAL GROUPS

Half the Bat tle — Just what is the War to Con quer Read ing? What is the bat tle strat egy and who is
fight ing the war? This ad dress fo cuses the au di ence on the prob lem that pol i ti cians are miss ing and the
com po nents of the read ing war that are not get ting enough at ten tion from ed u ca tors. This ses sion is
geared to ward ad min is tra tors, read ing teach ers, and li brary me dia spe cial ists alike.

Build ing a Com mu nity of Read ers — Build ing a na tion of read ers will not come about un til we
have fo cused on fam i lies, school com mu ni ties, neigh bor hoods, and states. Build ing a com mu nity of read -
ers takes more than will ing teach ers — we must have will ing par tic i pants. Shar ing strat e gies for suc cess ful
com mu nity build ing read ing events will in spire and mo ti vate in volve ment. This pre sen ta tion can be
adapted for com mu nity groups wish ing to learn about pub lic re la tions to pro mote lit er acy-re lated ac tiv i ties.

SOME SUGGESTED TITLES/TOPICS FOR OTHER SEMINARS/WORKSHOPS

The Story Be hind the Story — In side tales of au thors and il lus tra tors and the books they have cre -
ated. Friendly tales of bloop ers in books and hid den im ages and ideas. A hu mor ous — just for fun — pre -
sen ta tion. (Gen eral Audience)

Po ems, Prose, and Peo ple — Build ing con nec tions for young read ers. In no va tive ideas for shar ing
and in volv ing the early reader in books and lit er acy ac tiv i ties. Ac tiv i ties sug gested for drama, art, and
other col lab o ra tive ac tiv i ties to en hance the ex pe ri ence with fa vor ite folk sto ries and po ems. (Pri mary)

ABCs of an Au thor/Il lus tra tor Visit — Pro motes en hanced lit er acy through an ex cit ing cel e bra -
tion of books and the au thors and il lus tra tors who cre ate them! (Gen eral)

Re search Strat e gies for Mov ing Be yond Re port ing — Em pha sis is put on pri mary sources and di -
rect ob ser va tion to teach young sters the ba sic re search pro cess. Pro jects and as sign ments are sug gested
that take stu dents to studies as di verse as the county court house and the World Wide Web to gather in for -
ma tion. The six-step pro cess that ap plies to all grade lev els is stressed, and doz ens of ex am ples to aid the
teacher or me dia spe cial ist in plan ning les sons are of fered. (El e men tary, adapt able for Mid dle School)

WWW Al ma nac: Mak ing Cur ric u lum Con nec tions to Spe cial Days, Weeks, and Months —
Use ob ser vances of spe cial oc ca sions to high light cur ric u lum con nec tions, sup port in for ma tion lit er acy,
and mo ti vate young read ers. Cre ate your own hol i days and in vent spe cial cel e bra tions to suit your com -
mu nity, theme work, and goals. (Gen eral)

Young Adult: Books and Au thors — This ses sion fo cuses on some of the new est ti tles in the
Young Adult (in ter me di ate grades to grade 10) field with in side sto ries about the books and au thors who
wrote them. Some of the fea tured au thors in clude: Chris to pher Paul Curtis, Cynthia Leitich Smith, Jane
Kurtz, Carol Gorman, Gary Paulsen, Fred Bowen, and oth ers. (Up per El e men tary/Sec ond ary)

Young Read ers: Books and Au thors — This ses sion fo cuses on some of the new est ti tles for el e men tary
read ers with in side sto ries about the books and au thors who wrote them. Some of the fea tured au thors in clude:
Jac que line Briggs Mar tin, Denise Flem ing, Pa tri cia Polacco, and oth ers. (Up per El e men tary/Sec ond ary)

• Any re lated topic can be ad dressed to meet the needs of your in tended au di ence.

Con tact In for ma tion
Debby LaBoon

Au thor Sup port & Work shops Man ager
Li brar ies Un lim ited

debby.laboon@lu.com
803-547-5206 

Sharron L. McElmeel
3000 N. Cen ter Point Rd

Ce dar Rap ids, IA 52411-9548
mcelmeel@mcelmeel.com
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